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tone often challenges opposition. The reviewer, for one, would like 
to examine the case for the negative stated by a protagonist as skilful 
as Professor Ricci. 

Robert F. Foerster. 
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stances, including the war, in his plans for printing them. He has now 
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chants of the early fifteenth century. It is unnecessary to go into the 
personal history of the two brothers, although the letters reveal lives 
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with such works. The book also marks off somewhat different periods 
of economic growth from those ordinarily made. It starts as usual with 
a sketch of our natural resources and historic beginnings, and agrees 
with the conventional practice in making the colonial era our first eco- 
nomic period, and in dividing the changes since 1873 into two periods, 
the first characterized by large-scale production and competition, and the 
second by industrial combination and government regulation. The varia- 
tion appears in the treatment of the interval between colonial days and 
recent times, which the author separates into the following three epochs: 
from 1763 to 1819, during which years foreign trade formed the economic 
activity of chief concern; from 1819 to 1840, when the "American system" 
predominated; and from 1840 to 1873, when westward expansion con- 
stituted the controlling economic influence that unified these decades. 
These sections are named, "The new nation," "The American system," 
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subordinated as phases of this or that period; and the aftermath of each 
one is gathered up as a part of the era in which the war occurred. The 
economic aspects of the World War are discussed with considerable 
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Professor Van Metre has shown skill in subduing that irrepressible 
conflict between politics and economics that arises from trying to deal 
with both within a single volume. The historical background is not 
unduly condensed. Some of the paragraphs indirectly teach worthwhile 
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English secondary schools. According to the preface English teachers 
are showing signs of a desire to have less political history and more of 
the life and business of the common people, but textbooks suitable for 
students in the secondary and continuation schools are lacking. This 
book has been written to meet this need. The work covers the economic 
development of England from the Norman Conquest down to 1750. 

From the Conquest as a starting point, the material is grouped accord- 
ing to centuries, those singled out for study being the eleventh, the 
thirteenth, the fourteenth and fifteenth taken together, then the follow- 
ing ones in order down to 1750. As modern economic history in England 
begins in the sixteenth century, the most space is given to that period. In 
each topic, the discussion follows three lines: the country, the town, and 
government policies ; occasionally overseas trade is touched upon, and 
once the medieval church. The book is organized with the extremest 
care. The chief ideas are so introduced, numbered and lettered, and 
summarized at the end of each chapter that good memory work ought to 
make a master of the contents. There is an impressive list of valuable 
illustrations, many of them early woodcuts from ancient books. Most 
of the information included on the position of women at different 
periods is from yet unpublished researches. 
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